AOF Ethics in Business
Lesson 2 Introduction to Ethics

Teacher Resource 2.2

Activity: Analyzing Ethical Codes
Distribute copies of the ethical codes below to groups. You are welcome to use your own school honor code as well as other documents as you see fit.

	On my honor I will do my best

To do my duty to God and my country

and to obey the Scout Law;

To help other people at all times;

To keep myself physically strong,

mentally awake, and morally straight.

(“Scout Promise,” from Boy Scouts of America; http://www.macscouter.com/advance/boyscout/bsoathlaw.asp)

	I swear by God this sacred oath that I shall render unconditional obedience to Adolf Hitler, the Führer of the German Reich and people, supreme commander of the armed forces, and that I shall at all times be ready, as a brave soldier, to give my life for this oath.

(Service Oath for German Soldiers during the Second World War; http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hitler_oath)

	I hereby declare, on oath, that I absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty of whom or which I have heretofore been a subject or citizen; that I will support and defend the Constitution and laws of the United States of America against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I will bear arms on behalf of the United States when required by law; that I will perform noncombatant service in the Armed Forces of the United States when required by the law; that I will perform work of national importance under civilian direction when required by the law; and that I take this obligation freely without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion.
(U.S. Oath of Citizenship; http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis)



	As officers and Enron Corp, its subsidiaries, and its affiliated companies, we are responsible for conducting the business affairs of the companies in accordance with all applicable laws and in a moral and honest manner...We want to be proud of Enron and to know that it enjoys a reputation for fairness and honesty and that it is respected.

(Introduction to the “Corporate Code of Ethics” for Enron, a company that collapsed in 2001 due to large-scale financial fraud and corruption; http://www.soxfirst.com/50226711/enrons_code_of_ethics.php)

	As a company, and as individuals, we value integrity, honesty, openness, personal excellence, constructive self-criticism, continual self-improvement, and mutual respect. We are committed to our customers and partners and have a passion for technology. We take on big challenges, and pride ourselves on seeing them through. We hold ourselves accountable to our customers, shareholders, partners, and employees by honoring our commitments, providing results, and striving for the highest quality.

(The Microsoft Corporation’s “Values Statement”; http://www.microsoft.com/about/default.mspx#values)

	I swear to fulfill, to the best of my ability and judgment, this covenant:

I will respect the hard-won scientific gains of those physicians in whose steps I walk, and gladly share such knowledge as is mine with those who are to follow. […]

I will remember that there is art to medicine as well as science, and that warmth, sympathy, and understanding may outweigh the surgeon's knife or the chemist’s drug.

(Excerpt from Modern Version of the “Hippocratic Oath,” an oath pertaining to the ethical practice of medicine, traditionally taken by new doctors; http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/doctors/oath_modern.html)

	The Mission of the Bureau of Indian Affairs is to enhance the quality of life and to promote economic opportunity in balance with meeting the responsibility to protect and improve the trust resources of American Indians, Indian tribes, and Alaska natives.

(Mission Statement for the Bureau of Indian Affairs; http://www.bia.gov/WhoWeAre/BIA/index.htm)

	The mission of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People is to ensure the political, educational, social, and economic equality of rights of all persons and to eliminate racial hatred and racial discrimination.

(Mission Statement for the NAACP;  http://www.naacp.org/about/mission/)


	Create a more secure, democratic, and prosperous world for the benefit of the American people and the international community.
(Mission Statement for the U.S. Department of State; http://www.state.gov/s/d/rm/rls/dosstrat/2004/23503.htm)


	Provide America’s taxpayers top quality service by helping them understand and meet their tax responsibilities and by applying the tax law with integrity and fairness to all.
(Mission Statement of the Internal Revenue Service; http://ftp.irs.gov/pub/irs-news/ir-98-59.pdf)
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